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Synopsis

For courses in Art Appreciation, Art courses for non-majors, and one-semester Introduction to Art
classes. From the First Edition in 1972, ARTFORMS has been as visually exciting as the individual
works of art that are reproduced in it. ARTFORMS grew out of a desire to introduce art through an
engaging visual experience. It is written and designed to help readers build an informed foundation
for individual understanding and enjoyment of art. By introducing art theory, practice, and history in
a single volume, this book aims to draw students into a new or expanded awareness of the visual
arts. The goal is to engage readers in the process of realizing their own innate creativity. In the new,
Eighth Edition, the title has been modified to Prebles’ ARTFORMS, acknowledging the pioneering
contribution of the original authors, Duane and Sarah Preble, to the study of art. Their vision and

spirit have touched hundreds of thousands of students who have studied ARTFORMS.
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Customer Reviews

Patrick Frank first taught the history of Latin American modern art in a university context in 1995. He
is the author of several books and articles on the subject, focusing especially on graphic art and art
in Argentina. He is also the author or coauthor of two widely used introductory textbooks on art.

--This text refers to an alternate Paperback edition.

| just puchased the latest edition of Artforms which includes the CD-ROM with interactive
explanations on elements of art. Artforms is a great introduction to art and art history for those who
have always wanted to understand how to look at art and interpret it for themselves. Over half the

book is dedicated to elements and principles of art and craftsmanship. | use this book in training my



art museum volunteers so that they have a clear understanding of why some works of art have
strong visual impact while others do not. | like how the book uses a mix of artwork from various time
periods, media and cultures to explain the elements and principles. Far too many art/art history
books become a history of painting, and Artforms represents a variety of art forms other than 2D.
The history portion of the book is a gloss of art history, but good enough for someone just delving
into art. The book is easy to read, relatively jargon-free and has a nice glossary at the end. | wish
the CD had more information on it that you could use in a classroom setting, projecting it on an
overhead, but that is my instructor point of view. For someone studying at home it is quite nice. To
sum up, the book is so good | now own two editions and will continue to recommend it to people

who want to understand how to look at art.

| found the way this book is laid out to be very frustrating, it has you all over the place and because
of what the study matter is in class | found it impossible to keep up with the teacher and read. He
would say read ahead, problem is everything he would talk about was not just in one location it was
in the front back and middle of the book. So how do you really read ahead! | didn’t like the style of
this book at all!

| a text book for me this semester. Looks good so far.

| got my package less than 7 days and the textbook was in great shape. Only downside was there

was a broken DVD that came with the book, however, our class never had to use it so it was alright.

| purchased this book for a college course and the course was an Art History course. The text book

really does not do any justice to the world of art and really made the subject a BORE

Taught Art Appreciation for years out of this b

It was a great help to me

| didn’t really use this book that much in my class but when we did it was ok. It has a lot of famous

artwork and people in there so its an extremely good way to catch up on what most artists talk about

and stuff. It also teaches you different styles of art, mediums, history, and terminology. It's a decent
book.
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